
NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Environmental Quality
Office of Air Quality and Radiation Protection

Air Quality Division

Under the authority of the Louisiana Environmental Quality Act, La. R.S. 30:2001 et
seq., and in accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, La. R.S.
49:950, et seq., the secretary gives notice that rulemaking procedures have been initiated to
amend the Air Quality Division regulations, LAC 33:III.2104 ( Log # AQ151 ).

The rule applies to any oil and gas production facility that has a potential to emit more
than 50 tons per year (TPY) of flash gas. Flash gas emitted to the atmosphere from tanks,
reservoirs, process vessels, separators, or other containers is subject to this regulation. 
Subject facilities shall install a vapor recovery system that directs vapors to a fuel gas system,
a sales gas system, an underground gas injection system, or a control device.  Emissions shall
be reduced by a minimum of 95 percent or reduced to less than 50 TPY potential flash gas
emissions at the facility.  Flash gas emissions from oil and gas production operations have
been recognized as a significant source of VOC emissions.  Recently reported emissions
indicate individual sites emitting up to 4000 TPY of VOC due to flash gas and indicate total
statewide VOC emissions due to flash gas of over 16000 TPY.  These emissions have a
significant impact on ambient air quality.

This proposed rule meets the exceptions listed in R.S. 30:2019 (D) (3) and R.S.49:953
(G) (3); therefore, no report regarding environmental/health benefits and social/economic
costs is required.

A public hearing will be held on July 25, 1997, at 1:30 p.m. in the Maynard Ketcham
Building, Room 326, 7290 Bluebonnet Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA 70810.  Interested
persons are invited to attend and submit oral comments on the proposed amendments.  Should
individuals with a disability need an accommodation in order to participate please contact
Patsy Deaville at the address given below or at (504) 765-0399.

All interested persons are invited to submit written comments on the proposed
regulations. Commentors should reference this proposed regulation by AQ151.  Such
comments must be received no later than August 1, 1997, at 4:30 p.m., and should be sent to
Patsy Deaville, Investigations and Regulation Development Division, Post Office Box 82282,
Baton Rouge, LA 70884 or to fax number (504) 765-0486.  Copies of this proposed
regulation can be purchased at the above referenced address.  You may contact the
Investigations and Regulation Development Division at (504) 765-0399 for pricing
information. Check or money order is required in advance for each copy of AQ151.



This proposed regulation is available for inspection at the following DEQ office
locations from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.:  7290 Bluebonnet Boulevard, 4th floor, Baton
Rouge, LA 70810; 804 31st Street, Monroe, LA 71203;  State Office Building, 1525 Fairfield
Avenue, Shreveport, LA 71101; 3519 Patrick Street, Lake Charles, LA 70605; 3501 Chateau
Boulevard West Wing, Kenner, LA 70065; 100 Asma Boulevard, Suite 151, Lafayette, LA
70508.  This regulation is also available on the Internet at
http://www.deq.state.la.us/olae/irdd/olaeregs.htm.

Gus Von Bodungen
Assistant Secretary
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Title 33
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Part III.Air

Chapter 21.  Control of Emissions of Organic Compounds

Subchapter A.  General

§2104.  Crude Oil and Condensate

A.   Applicability. This Section applies to any oil and gas production facility that has  a
potential to emit more than 50 tons per year (TPY) of flash gas to the atmosphere.

B.  Definitions

Flash Gas—VOC emissions from depressurization of crude oil or condensate when it
is transferred from a higher pressure to a lower pressure tank, reservoir, or other container. 
Flash gas emitted to the atmosphere from tanks, reservoirs, process vessels, separators, or
other process equipment is subject to this Section.

C.  Control Requirements.  Any facility to which this Section is applicable under
Subsection A of this Section shall install a vapor recovery system that directs vapors to a fuel
gas system, a sales gas system, an underground gas injection system, or a control device. 
Aggregated facility flash gas emissions shall be reduced by a minimum of 95 percent or
reduced to a potential to emit of less than 50 TPY.

D. Exemptions - Reserved

E. Compliance Schedule.  For equipment located in Ascension, East Baton Rouge,
Iberville, Livingston, and West Baton Rouge or for emission points  with the potential to emit
100 TPY or more of volatile organic compounds, compliance shall be achieved as soon as
practicable, but no later than July 1, 1998.  For all other facilities compliance shall be
achieved as soon as practicable, but no later than January 1, 1999.

F.  Test Methods

1. Flares.  Flares will be considered in compliance with Subsection C of this Section  if
the heat content of the gas is above 300 BTU/scf and the flare is equipped with an automatic
flare relighting device, is equipped with a heat sensing device, or is visually checked daily to
detect the presence of a flame.

2.  Other Control Devices.  The following test methods shall be used, where
appropriate, to measure control device compliance:

a.  Test Methods 1-4 (40 CFR part 60, appendix A, as incorporated by reference at
LAC 33:III.3003) for determining flow rates, as necessary;

b.  Test Method 18 (40 CFR part 60, appendix A, as incorporated by reference at
LAC 33:III.3003) for measuring gaseous organic compound emissions by gas
chromatographic analysis;

c.  Test Method 21 (40 CFR part 60, appendix A, as incorporated by reference at
LAC 33:III.3003) for determination of volatile organic compound leaks;
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d.  Test Method 25 (40 CFR part 60, appendix A, as incorporated by reference at
LAC 33:III.3003) for determining total gaseous nonmethane organic emissions, such  as
carbon; and

e.  additional performance test procedures, or equivalent test methods, approved by
the administrative authority.

G.  Monitoring/Recordkeeping/Reporting.  The owner/operator of any oil and gas
production facility shall maintain records to verify compliance with or exemption from this
Section.  The records shall be maintained on the premises, or at an alternative location
approved by the administrative authority, for at least two years and will include, but not be
limited to, the following:

1. the potential to emit flash gas from emission points that vent to the atmosphere,
determined by using generally acceptable engineering calculation techniques or test methods. 
The method of calculation or testing must be approved by the administrative authority;

2.  the following information for control devices required under Subsection C of this
Section:

a. for flares:

i. the heat content of the gas; and  

ii. documentation of daily visual observations to detect the presence of a flame, if
required by Subsection F.1 of this Section;

b.  for other control devices:

i.  daily measurements of the inlet and outlet gas temperature of a chiller or
catalytic incinerator; or

ii.  results of monitoring outlet VOC concentration of carbon adsorption bed to
detect breakthrough;

3.  the date and reason for any maintenance and repair of the applicable control
devices and the estimated quantity and duration of volatile organic compound emissions
during such activities;

4.  the results of any testing conducted in accordance with the provisions specified in
Subsection F of this Section; and

5.  all operating parameters required to verify the validity of the flash gas emissions as
calculated in Subsection G.1 of this Section.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 30:2054.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Environmental Quality, Office
of Air Quality and Radiation Protection, Air Quality Division, LR 


